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Consonant: qu /kw/ queen 

 

 Two letters with two sounds /kw/ but receive only one tap. Technically, this is not a 

consonant digraph because it produces two distinct sounds /kw/, but we treat it as a 

consonant digraph for tapping purposes. 

 The letter q is always followed by u, and the u does not make a vowel sound and has no 

independent value. For example, the word quack has five letters, three separate sounds, 

and receives three taps:  one tap for qu /kw/ with two fingers glued together, one tap for 

/ă/, and one tap for ck /k/ with two fingers glued together. (See Appendix C for more 

details).  
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